The Cocos Finch, Pinmoloxias inornuta, is the ent specializations. Individuals of the meonly Darwin' s finch (Geospizinae) which oc-dium-sized Galapagos ground finch, Geocurs outside the Galapagos Archipelago. It spixa fortis, are extremely variable in beak therefore provides a striking counterpoint to and body size, and different-sized individthe adaptive radiation of its relatives ( 
In only some cases were we able to identify the food taken. This included soft fruit, nectar, small arthropods and grass seeds. Foraging habits were assigned to ten classes. nator of foraging time. We emphasize, however, that the comparison is crude. Evenness coefficients of diversity in foraging habits were calculated for each set of data and are presented in table 3. All species are fairly generalized in their foraging habits according to this classification, but the Cocos Finch is much more of a generalist than Geospixa fortis or G. fuliginosa, but similar to G. scandens. G. fortis and G. fuliginosa both spend a large proportion of their time foraging on the ground, which is the basis of the difference. Table 4 shows the frequency distribution of foraging heights of the Cocos Finches. Eighty-six per cent of all foraging bouts occurred at or below 8 m, although the observations probably were biased in this direction by poor visibility of individuals foraging high in the canopy.
DISCUSSION
The data in tables 2 and 3 indicate that the Cocos Finch is a generalist in foraging habits an d is more generalized than some of its Galapagos relatives. This finding is consistent with the hypothesis that competitive release has allowed Cocos Finches to exploit a wide variety of foods and feeding techniques. However, because of the large differences in feeding opportunities between Cocos and the Galapagos, it provides only relatively weak support for Lacks (1947) position that competition has been an important determinant of the evolution of Darwin' s finches.
An alternative comparison may be made between the Cocos Finch and birds that inhabit the structurally similar, but considerably more diverse, forests on the Central American mainland. Karr (1971) 
SUMMARY
Twenty Cocos Finches were captured, measured and released. The foraging habits of a sample of these birds were classified and com-pared with those of some Darwin' s finches from the Galhpagos. As predicted from the relative absence of competitors, the Cocos Finch is generalized in its foraging habits, but structural differences in the habitat and differences in the nature of available foods complicate comparisons with both the Galhpagos and the Central American mainland. Unlike some Galhpagos finches, the Cocos Finch shows little morphological variation in beak characters. This may be due to the different spectrum of available foods on Cocos or may be a consequence of higher temporal and spatial heterogeneity in the Galhpagos environment.
